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KENTON-ON-SEA RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION (KOSRA) 

Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting 

Held on 23 December 2019 at 17:00 at the Kenton Bowling Club, Kenton-on-Sea 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies  

The Chairman welcomed all the members of the Kenton Rate Payers Association and thanked 
them from their attendance.  He gave an overview of the agenda for the Annual General 
Meeting, confirming that reports for each of the various portfolios of KOSRA had been 
prepared and circulated via the website ahead of the meeting.  While the reports would not be 
discussed at the meeting, members would be welcome to raise any questions on matters 
within the KOSRA mandate as time had been allocated for this in the agenda. 

The Chairman welcomed Kevin van Huyssteen of Fluxmans Attorneys, KOSRA’s attorney, 
Eugene De Witt, Chairman of the Kenton Chamber of Business, Tessa MacTaggart, who 
maintains KOSRA’s website, Councillor Joc Guest, Captain Tommy Parkinson, the Station 
Commander of Kenton SAPS and Mr Tony Ribbinck, from the Sustainable Seas Trust. Thanks 
were extended to the Bowling Club for allowing KOSRA the use of the Bowling Club to hold 
the AGM, and especially to Mr Stuart Clarkson for all his assistance in preparing the venue, 
and also to Moira Moses for taking the minutes of the meeting. 

 

1.1 Apologies noted 

Mark Moses, Margie Hidden, Tom Lawless and others by email. 

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 

The minutes of the AGM held on 24 December 2018, circulated to members via the KOSRA 
website, were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.  

 

2.1 Matters Arising 

All matters arising from the previous minutes had been attended to by the committee and no 
further matters were raised.  The Chairman acknowledged all members of the committee for 
what was achieved during the year. 

 

3. Treasury Report 

3.1 Approval of the Financial accounts 
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The accounts for the 2019 financial year had been published on the website and were 
unanimously approved. 

 

3.2 Project Spending Plan for 2020 

Doug Walters presented the anticipated income from members’ subscriptions and security 
receipts and provided an overview of the projects that were planned for the 2020 financial 
year.  The proposed plan was accepted after Doug dealt with questions on items included in 
the plan. 

A question was received regarding the size of the reserve that was budgeted and Doug 
responded that in order to retain the tax exemption KOSRA enjoys, SARS requires that most 
of funds collected need to be spent in the year in which they are collected.  It was therefore 
KOSRA’s intention to spend funds appropriately and not to hoard them.   

An explanation of the fibre optic roll out strategy was provided and it was confirmed that in 
addition to the benefits of better security monitoring via the camera network, residents of 
Kenton would also enjoy the opportunity of a better internet service offered via the fibre 
connection. 

Simon Avis provided an overview of actions to be undertaken on recycling and confirmed that 
R8.1 million had been allocated by National Treasury towards recycling efforts but that the 
payments has not yet been received.  While KOSRA would monitor this situation, it could not 
take over the responsibility for recycling.  Councillor Joc Guest provided feedback on the 
current service provider and the complexities of securing a sufficient budget to provide an 
acceptable service.  An appeal was made for residents to make use of the recycling facility 
managed by Mark Price located in the Bushmans industrial area. 

 

4. Election of the Office Bearers for 2020 

The Chairman called for nominations for new committee members from the meeting. Jock 
Harmer was nominated and accepted the nomination.  All current office bearers were 
proposed and re-elected: 

George Poole 

Doug Walters 

Redmond Taggart 

Mark Moses 

Robbie Cameron Avis 

Pollos Purdon 

Simon Avis 

Adrian Purdon 
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Dorothy Cohead, representing Estuary Care 

Marianne Ferreira, representing Merry Hill 

 

5. Security Report 

5.1 Report from Captain Tommy Parkinson, SAPS 

Captain Tommy Parkinson was recently appointed Station Commander at Kenton-on-Sea 
after serving a number of years in this area.  He provided an enlightening presentation giving 
insight into the daily challenges that the Kenton SAPS face.  To date, crime year over year 
has increased 2.1% with the measurement period closing in March 2020.   

Captain Parkinson highlighted the following points in his presentation:  

• Drug related incidents have increased by 76% this year with a substantial increase in 
the use of TIK (methamphetamine or crystal meth) in particular.   

• House robberies have decreased by 27%. 
• Violent crime has also decreased, however the Captain acknowledged the incidents in 

Fowler Road and the Bushmans area. 
• The captain acknowledged that the monitoring cameras which have been installed are 

very helpful to their efforts in fighting crime. 
• A key focus would be on curbing drinking in public places. 
• A strong executive committee has been appointed and meetings are held with key 

community forums in an effort to be proactive in curbing crime. 
• Parking and car guarding is an issue in Kenton and the SAPS are trying to support the 

community on this, particularly in the area outside the SPAR supermarket. 
• Night watch volunteers do an incredible job and need the continued support of the 

community 

The Captain also highlighted some of the challenges he and his team are trying to overcome 
presently: 

• Executive decisions to release petty criminals can frustrate efforts to keep criminals in 
jail 

• Manpower – there are 37 staff positions at the station of which 8 are administrative 
and 2 are general workers, however 7 positions are currently unfilled 

• Motor vehicles - provide a constant challenge however there are sufficient vehicles to 
serve the community presently 

• Although not substantiated, it appears there is an increase in the number people living 
in the area 

• Netcare Port Alfred Hospital – shortage of doctors on duty makes blood testing of 
drunken drivers a challenge  

• Reporting crime – there have been issues of whistle blowers feeling that they do not 
enjoy anonymity which is being addressed and trust relationships are being built with 
the community and valuable information is being collected. 

• Support services for the community are offered from the station and these are strongly 
supported by the community. 
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• The smoking of dagga in public is still illegal and remains an issue 

The Captain encouraged the community to report ALL crime in an effort to achieve 
transparency and accurate reporting.  The Captain extended an invitation for members to visit 
him at the Kenton Police station to share concerns or ideas for improving the SAPS service. 

 

6. General Matters 

The Chairman opened the floor for questions and a number were dealt with by various 
committee members. 

6.1 Street lights - The chairman encouraged residents to write directly to Ndlambe 
Municipality should they wish to request the installation of a new street light. 

6.2 New developments – KOSRA was not aware of any new information regarding the 
proposed commercial developments planned at the entrance to Bushmans/ Marselle and at 
the entrance to Kenton but would monitor the progress on these developments. 

6.3 Water Supply – this has been and remains a key focus area for KOSRA. Tremendous 
progress has been made in understanding how water is provided to the area and what 
constraints in the system need to be addressed.  The plans to provide additional water have 
not run smoothly and this was further complicated by a high usage by Kenton residents 
combined with electricity load shedding.  This meant that the reservoirs did not fill to capacity 
and that resulted in water shortages. 

Efforts to ensure sufficient water for the holiday season were hampered by the requirement of 
environmental approvals, the procurement process and obtaining funding, with the result that 
the new reverse osmosis plant could only be installed once the holiday season had started.  
The valves to eliminate air locks in the pipelines that were installed do not appear to have 
been as successful as hoped.  KOSRA will continue to provide advice and input to the service 
providers but holds no control over the process.  Redmond Taggart undertook to investigate 
the availability of water in the case of a fire, particularly considering power outages forecast to 
continue. 

6.4 Road crossing at the entrance to Kenton - Chairman addressed a letter to SANRAL 
with suggestions for speed reduction and monitoring and the installation of other traffic calming 
systems.  An acknowledgement of his letter has been received but no further communication 
from SANRAL. This would be followed up. 

6.5 Road maintenance and improvement – KOSRA had hired special equipment for the 
municipal team to repair potholes and improve roads from further deteriorating. This was not 
successful as these resources were redirected to an emergency maintenance requirement.  
Adrian Purdon confirmed that it was unlikely that the council would be in a position to invest 
in new roads for the foreseeable future.   

6.6 Councillor Joc Guest reported that the Ndlambe Municipality is owed R20 million by 
Kenton residents who have not and are not paying their rates. If this were recovered, it could 
be used for infrastructure in Kenton. It is critical that all residents pay their rates monthly. 
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7. Feedback from the Chairman on other general matters 

7.1 The chairman reported that KOSRA has been asked to intervene in closing the 
temporary entertainment facility at middle beach, to assist in the removal of the benches 
outside the Bakery and to assist in the closure of the Pizzarella restaurant in Eastbourne road.  
General consensus from the residents was that all these facilities should be left available for 
the holiday season provided that the necessary licences and approvals have been obtained 
from the relevant authorities.   

7.2 A request to better control taxis stopping right outside the SPAR was received and 
Captain Tommy committed to have the SAPS better control the taxis and to provide a points 
man at the entrance to Kenton over busy periods.  

7.3 Feedback was requested on the level of service provided by the honey suckers and it 
appeared no problems were apparent.   

7.4   Residents supported the new AGM time and format. 

7.5 Tony Ribbinck mentioned that the recently published book, ‘Exploring our Estuaries’, 
would be available at various outlets in Kenton.  All work on the book was done by volunteers 
in an effort to raise awareness and thereby protect our environment and better care for the 
estuaries. 

 

7. Thanks and Closure 

A vote of thanks for the Chairman and his office bearers was recorded. 

There being no further matters to discuss, the Chairman thanked the ratepayers for their 
attendance and inputs. 

 

Signed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 

CHAIRMAN: ________________________   DATE: ____________________ 

 


