
Dear Patrons of the Community Camera Fund. 
 
It has been a very long time since we have had any communication with any of you. 
 
So long, in fact, we just want to remind you who we are and what the Camera Fund is about and 
how you fit into this picture. 
 
Lets refresh. The Community Camera Fund was started in 2011, to answer the ground swell of crime in 
our entire area, being, Kenton, Merryhill, Riversbend and Boesmans. A group of very well meaning 
volunteers set up cameras all over these areas and set about monitoring them. Success was limited 
due to two reasons, 1. funding always the primary reason and 2. the internet connection, connecting 
all the cameras to the control room was sluggish to say the least. This meant that we could no longer 
install new cameras as the network was saturated and the image projection to the control room was 
so slow and hazy, that the picture could sometimes not be used. I hear you all asking where was the 
funding coming from? As contributions are voluntary, it was decided to levy all patrons who have Hi-
Tec, as their security provider, R30-00 per month to help maintain these cameras. The fee was raised 
to R30-00 per month three years ago. 

 
So where are we now and what is happening to these cameras? 

 
The first thing we had to do was get a new network for the cameras to operate from, speed and clarity 
is essential , so where to begin. We approached the police to use their antenna to place our equipment 
on, as it was completely devoid of any equipment that could interfere with ours and had the required 
height to carry signal to most of the undulating area that is Kenton and surrounds. In December, two 
years ago,we loaded some of our equipment on the SAP tower as a test and it worked famously. You 
would think and not incorrectly so, community cameras and the police. What a synergy. That’s when 
the bureaucracy stepped in and after nearly a years work to try and get our equipment onto that 
antenna, we are denied. What a let down . At a meeting to discuss of strategy going forward, GeeNet, 
our service provider, informed us a slot had become available on the Telkom tower and what’s more 
this was fibre. This has many benefits of speed, clarity of picture and unlimited amount of cameras. 
This has also given the people in the area access to fibre network, if they so desire. It has also afforded 
us to be able to run certain software to assist with the monitoring process. The new slot on the tower 
is now costing us extra R3500.00 per month as an additional cost that we did not plan for. 
 
What does the fund and the committee do? 

With very limited funds we have achieved something quite remarkable, apart from the private 
cameras . These are cameras that private individuals finance and then place them on our network to 
further our monitoring ability. We have placed cameras in community areas where their presence 
benefits everyone. The position of these are determined by event hot spots , as decided by Hi-Tec , 
SAPS and the committee. We also have to maintain all the equipment , pay for the cameras and 
monitoring, and keep the cameras clear of insects. Needless to say there is a lot of volunteer work in 
order to stretch the budget. 
Allow me to introduce the committee. 
The committee is made up of representatives from KOSRA, BRRAG, Natures Landing, Merryhill and 
Riversbend. 
New chair is Ference Toth (Riversbend), who took over from Mark Moses (KOSRA), who will stay on as 
committee member. Our finances are expertly managed by Gerald Schmidt (BRRAG). Hi-Tec is 
represented by Chris Barnard and he also does most of the technical work and is in charge of the 
monitoring and guards. From Natures Landing we have Leon Jansen van Rensburg. We had until 
recently a rep from Merryhill, but he is now in full time employment, so we are in the process of 
canvassing for a new rep from there. 
 



To the future then. our plans are to cover all the entrances of Kenton, Boesmans, Ekuphumleni , 
Marcelle , and Klipfontein with cameras linked to the national grid.  These networks come in at about 
R45,000 each and a R500 per month monitoring fee. (See successes in national news) We are also in 
the process of persuading people to put up some of their own cameras. We will be using our funds to 
assist the poorer areas that really battle to put up communal cameras, and encouraging those 
ratepayers associations that are maybe better off to erect some cameras of their own to add to the 
network. We are also increasing the levy, mentioned earlier, to R50-00 per month. I do stress this is a 
voluntary contribution, so if you wish not to donate, please contact Hi-Tec to arrange. If you do not 
want to contribute, please reconsider, the cameras are not only monitoring your living areas but also 
the business areas in Kenton. This is for your safety. 
 
Hi-TEC Report 

 

In the past few years we have had huge successes on the camera monitoring, especially in the last 

year. We have run different products of Artificial Intellegence software from companies for human 

detection walking around. We found the products were not up to standard. We then started using a 

program ivms-4200 from Hikvision and this has proved to work effectively. 

With the LPR cameras and the cameras around the town, we have picked up many vehicles that 

were used in a crimes. This has proven to be highly successful leading to arrests. 

 

HI-TEC is sponsoring a camera at the primary school parking lot and will  include the pre Primary 

school. This will enable us to monitor the picking up our precious children that are the future of our 

community. 

 

DIFFERENT SCENARIOS THAT THE CAMERAS HAVE BEEN USEFUL IN. 

 

Vehicle Tracking of suspect vehicles on a National Data Base on the NAVIC system.  

ATM scamers 

ATM theft of money 

Vehicle accidents 

Suspects walking in the streets with house breaking equipment. 

Suspects walking with stolen property. 

Attempted house robbery. 

Fraud at B&B's. 

Picking up suspects after committing a crime in the residential area. 

Vandalism of boats parked at jetties and slipways. 

 

We urge all home owners and plot owners to contibute to the camera fund to keep our communities 

safe. We the community, need to take ownership of our safety and security and for each and 

everyone's well being. 

 

Conclusion 

Remember cameras are not the “be all and end all” and sometime they do miss, but with cameras or 
without , I think rather with cameras. Security of our area is not just a one faceted approach , as I am 
sure you are aware, many many volunteers and people and providers make up these facets, and of 
course the most important is you. 
 

UNITY IS STRENGTH 

 
Regards 

Ference Toth 

CCF Chair  


